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Spring, Howard HARD FACTS Viking 


I'd like Howard Spring better if I didn't always dislike his leading charac- 
ter. Once again this is true. Theo Chrystal, curate, is an opportunist, and the very 
fact that he recognizes himself for what he is - while making him credible —- makes him 
unlikable. He has come to Manchester as curate to the beloved vicar, Mr. Burnside, who 
is his very opposite - a spiritual man, a saint whose feet are firmly placed on humble 
paths, who feels that the human contact is of greater importance than the intellectual 
or the shell.of the spiritual. Theo is accidentally injected into the very beginnings 
of the phenomenal creation of the popular sheet, Hard Facts. He comes to know inti- 
mately the people connected with it, and he finds himself falling in love with Silsie, 
whose story he vaguely thinks he knows, and whose eccentric brother Alec is the recal- 
citrant editor of the paper. But when Elsie's actual past is revealed to him, Theo 
cannot. face it - and turns again to his benefactress, Lady Adela Pinson. Through the 
course of the story Spring again reveals his knowledge of the depravity of poverty, of 
the slums and their social implications, the awkward steps to success. His capacities 
as a story teller - his convincing characterizations - and the sprawling canvas of his 


tale - all combine for that ever popular good, long book. $2.50 


FIRST PLACE FOR A FIRST NOVEL 
Apust 24 > > | 
“tafford, Jean BOSTON ADVENTURE | Harcourt, Brace 


A strange and unusual book - essentially sophisticated in almost a European 
way, and yet - in retrospect - the sophistication is only skin deep. The story starts 
when Sonia, - daughter of German father, a Russian mother, + is about 13, sensitive, 
imaginative, idealistic, in spite of the sordidness of poverty and the atmosphere of 
hate, suspicion, resentment at home. Sonia's ideal is Miss Pride, Boston Brahmin, who 
summers at the hotel on Boston's North Shore where Sonia's mother works. Sonia dreams 
of being taken into Miss Pride's home and eventually, after the shame of her father's 
desertion, the terror of her baby brother's epilepsy and death which drives her mother 
insane, Sonia is taken to Boston to train as secretary to Miss Pride (and to feed her 
sense of power). The "Boston adventure" shows the inside of Boston society, its hollow- 
ness, its pretenses (a little of Marquand here), which Sonia absorbs eagerly. When 
Miss Pride's wilful, disillusioned niece commits suicide, Sonia is caught - held by a 
promise not to marry (haunted asshe is by fear of her own sanity) to stay with her 
benefactress to her death.... A futile sort of book, with an underlying bitterness of 
spirit. Sonia herself never comes wholly alive - though she tells her own story, her 
emotions seem derivative, unreal - even her two ventures into romance are abortive, un- 
convincing, immature. But the scathing portrait of Boston's inner Social circle is 
cruelly well done... The publishers are featuring it as their big dark horse. It will 
.2t substantial backing; people will discuss it, but many may not like it. $2.50 ?? 
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A Summer Heat Rash 


Good names, with good sales histories in the past, offer various possibilities in vare 
ious fields: Helena Kuo's WESTWARD TO CHUNGKING (Appleton-Century); James Street's BY 
VALOUR AND ARMS (Dial); Philip Wylie's NIGHT UNTO NIGHT (Farrar & Rinehart); and 
Margaret Halsey's SOME OF MY BEST FRIENDS ARE SOLDIERS (Simon & Schuster); also reliable 
for the ladies’ light literature are Richard Sherman's THE UNREADY HEART (Little, Brown}, 
Hannah Lees’ TILL THE BOYS COME HOME (Harper), and D. E. Stevenson's LISTENING VALLEY 
(Farrar & Rinehart). See below for amplification. 


PROBLEMATICAL BOOKS 


August 2 
Sherman, Richard THE UNREADY HEART Little, Brown 
* Reported originally on page 123 of the March 15th bulletin when scheduled 


for spring publication as follows: "Pointed and polished dialogue and characterization 
for a novel which is essentially light, sometimes serious and thoroughly accomplished. 
London during the Blitz, the prevailing snobberies of class distinctions and service 
strata, the courage and the travado, form the background for the story of Barbara Loomis. 
Barbara is twenty odd; she is self-centered, calculating and lovely to look at; she 
doesn't like women in uniforms, she doesn't like hard work, she plays the field gener- 
ously keeping Barbara to herself for herself, determined not to get hurt. Then she 
meets McCarty, American correspondent, fights him off though she really loves him, and 
takes up with Bill, a young and impressionaele flier, whom she doesn't love but who 
succeeds in cracking her invulnerability. She puts through sleepless, fear-ridden 
nights, and finally recognizes and acknowledges her love for McCarty and marries him, 
facing the months ahead as he disappears on a mission across the Channel... A neat job, 
unsentimentalized - amusing - moving - by the author of To Mary With Love. (Serialized) 


$2.50 
Announcing for August 7 
Poe, Edgar Allan TALES OF EDGAR ALLAN POs Random House 
Another fine piece of Random House bookmaking with Fritz Eichenberg as illnus- 
trator and an introduction by Hervey Allen. Boxed at $3.95 
August 18 
foynbee, Fhilip THE BARRICADES Doubleday, Doran 


Irony and somewhat cruel comedy as the base for 2 novel of English bohemia 
of the late thirties, with sharp writing and caricature offsetting the ultimate sterili- 
ty of the book and its characters. The barricades are the unchanging demarcations be- 
tween ade and youth, social castes, and the have and have nots. There is Rawlins, the 
dismissed schoolmaster, determined to drift for a time and sponging here and there, re- 
presenting a rather passive liberalism; there is Markham, his former pupil, an eighteen 
year old idealist fired by the war in Spain and a desire to fight it; there are the 
people Rawlins attaches himself to, decadents and dissolutes, a crippled rich man, a 
Russian choreographer, an Earl's daughter who distracts Markham from his Spanish cause 


oe. then throws him over. At the close Markham crosses to the Spanish border where 





vawlins, in a momentary crise of conscience, tries to dissuade him and fails. The emo- 
tional aridity of the generation the political rallying points - from Markham's young 
fervor to Rawlins' diffident sympathy, portrayed in caustic contrast. Limited. $2.50 
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Kuo, Helena WESTWARD TO CHUNGKING ss Applenton-Century 


The author of I've Come A Long Way, which was her own story, has written a 
novel that is an odd blend of Oriental psychology and Occidental manner. There is no 
feel of the book being written by a Chinese (not even to the extent that Lin Yutang's 
novels are basically Chinese) - except in the phraseology of dialogue, between members 
of the inner family ~- and in the interpretation of the struggle that goes on between the 
old and the new way of life. It is a story of the Lee Family, just as war comes to 
China in July, 1937; it spans seven years, tracing the family as their pattern of life 
is disrupted, their wealth destroyed, and they are forced to flee, first to Hangkow, 
then to a village near the Yangtze, then to Chungking where the family is separated by 
the war — then brought together again. The family is the story. There is no build up 
of plot or climax. The eldest daughter stays behind to join her university group in a 
war orphanage; the younger daughter clings to her adolescent love- and eventually joins 
the youth at the front, where she too becomes part of China's army. The sons are scat- 
tered ~.one is a flier, eventually sent to America. But the picture of China's conven-. 
tions flouted - families uprooted - new ideas taking hold - that is the purpose of the 


book. Interesting from that angle, but rather amateurish in style. $2.75 
ayoustar_ pet OF L_ 
Dunsany, Lord GUERRILLA Bobbs—Merrill 


As told to Dunsany this is fact, - as told by him it is in fable form, poe 
eticized mood, with the childlike simplicity of his other works. It is the story of 
Srebnitz, a boy of 17, who after the occupation of his village and the shooting of his 
parents by the invaders, joins the army of Hlaka in The Mountain to free The Land. His 
ruthless indoctrination as a guerrilla; growth of the band as others come to participate 
in the resistance; the rescue of Hlaka's daughter, Sophia, and her two aunts; Srebnitz' 
mission, the killing of a barber spy down in the village; the German attempt to take 
the mountain as Hlaka and his band move on to other strongholds, and Sophia and the 
aunts are sent away ina flying boat. Isolated incidents of resistance, anonymously, 
allegorically, affectionately retold. A surprise for his audience. $2.50 


September 1 


Street, James BY VALOUR AND ARMS ; Dial 


Despite tremendous scholarship and intimate detail of a facet of the Civil 
War of which little has been written, this seems to me the least successful of James 
Street's sagas of the South. The setting is along the Mississippi, Vicksburg and 
Natchez; the period, that compassing the almost incredible Confederate naval actions 
against vastly superior odds; the characters, underground and guerilla leaders of the 
Confederacy, and a few of the characters from previous books, - notably Keith Alexander 
and his wife, Morna. The center of the story involves Wyeth Woodware, a Missouri seaman 
incognito, sent to work with the local leaders; a Cajan; and an Englishman, Granville, 
head of the operations, and closely linked with the local leaders in a project of con- 
structing an ironclad from smuggled scrap, skillfully concealed in underground caves. 
Granville is in love with Sharon, also a Cajan, but is reluctant to marry her. Wyeth 
meets and loves Laurel, daughter of one of the Natchez leaders. But in the minutiae of 
the naval activities, the detailed recounting by participants, the story - which might 
have been both a good adventure story and a good romance ~ bogs down and is virtually 
lost. The historical record includes familiar exploits, and-many that are legendary, 
as the Arizona does the impossible against the Union fleet, and a motley crew repeated— 
ly outwits some of our national naval heroes. $3.00 
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© Lederer, Virginia MARRIED AT LEISURE Doubleday, Doran 


A Hollywood screamer, without the grace and facility of Mr. and Mrs. Cugat, 
that has a laugh or two if you don't mind being prodded. This is the blow by blow 
account of Marilyn's five year battle to get married to Chubb, inextricably attached to 
his grandmother, Mrs. Hurley, as it is sideline cheered by Susie Wyatt, whose husband 
Tony thinks it all pretty funny. Mrs. Hurley has opening plays, but Marilyn and Susie 
try to checkmate, and in turn lose out to the old lady's ability to come off success- 
fully. Presents, a picture premiere (in which Marilyn's acting is confined to the cut- 
ting room floor). a job as Washington correspondent, a fake suicide (only Susie gets 
the knockout drops instead of Marilyn) all get the marriage no forwarder. But Mrs. 
Hurley is accidentally manoeuvered into a bad spot and Marilyn makes with time being 
of the essence inadvertently. Hysterical. $2.00 


September 12 
Dale, Celia LEAST OF THESE Macmillan 


The legendary aspects of London fortitude against the 1940 fall blitz in 
the family life of the Sharps - Queenie, her mother, her trother Tich, and her sisters, 
Reenie, woefully young, and Effie, married to Syd. Secure in their home and their es- 
tablished, respectable lives, the nightly and daily bombings disrupt their world - their 
neightors are killed, houses and landmarks are destroyed and they are forced to leave 
their home, to find sleep in the underground. There Queenie meets Charley, a conscious 
rebel against mass inertia; Reenie gets in a precocious gang which finds crime exciting; 
Mrs. Sharp learns to drink; Effie and Syd grow further and further apart; and the under- 
ground colors the development of each. Eventually the city provides order in the teem- 
© ing stations, Charley alerts Queenie to the dangers surrounding her family, Reenie is . 
saved from her attempts to be a gang's moll, and Mrs. Sharp snaps out of it as their 
underground stadion is bombed. Sensitive paper - for capturing the light and shade of 
British middle class under pressure. $2.50 


September 13 


Lees, Hannah TILL THE BOYS COME HOME } Harper 


On a par with Clare Jaynes' Instruct My Sorrows, this is a fully developed 
story of a woman ~ for women - with a catholic contemporary situation (the war widow) 
and a buxom display of emotion. This is the story of Sophie Harbor, generous, warm- 
blooded, and non-self sustaining, whose hustand Neb enlists with a hospital unit, and 
who - despite two children and secret war work - is left with very much of a void. 
Oversolicitous women friends, an oversweet sister who comes to stay, uninvited, and 
drools sanctimoniously, the widely spaced and inarticulate letters from Neb, 211 set her 
nerves on edge and propel her towards an ill advised night with a rounder who costs her 
her job and her self respect. Taken in hand by her husband's successor, Sam Wolmouth, 

a sensitive Jew, they pool their loneliness and Sophie rationalizes their affair which 
provides the comfort she needs and needs to give. Word that Neb is wounded, on the way 
back to her, and of his love for her which could not stomach a’ substitute, leaves her 
with a high reckoning of guilts and disloyalties which - this time - she's got to face 
alone. A little lush, but human, and should be a popular light selling, heavy renting 


item. (P.L.'s + sex storm signals.) $2.50 


September 16 


@ Hancock, Lucy Agnes COMMUNITY NURSE Macrae Smith 


Basic pattern romance with current accessories in Dana Brook's return to 
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her small town as community nurse, and finding her doubts as to anything ever happening 
there decidedly invalidated. She tangles with the town's aristocracy, comes a cropper 
with a childhood beau, forwards a couple of love affairs, learns the importance of her 
Job, bolsters civic projects, experiences a flood and captures an escaped Nazi for good 
measure.... Harmless, $2.00 


September 21 
Ardrey, Robert WORLD'S BEGINNING Duell, Sloan & Pearce 


This is an unusual and a rather fascinating conception - but the manner of 
its telling is going to limit its audience unless one's imagination is caught by the 
idea, and word of mouth assists it along. It starts slowly; there's too much introspec~ 
tive meandering; there are constant interruptions en route. It is a story of the future- 
twenty years after this war - and so near enough for many of its audience to assume the 
chances are good that they will see that day. A new social and economic order has been 
established after the country has gone through complete upheaval, revolution, despair, 
race riots, national bankruptcy. The story teller is a newspaperman who participated 
at first hand - for the sake of the story - in some of the horrors of race riot and 
bestiality, now viewed with shame. And then comes some hope as he goes toa little Texar 
town and finds the microcosm of a new social order which has been put into operation. 
He is caught by its promise, disillusioned when the world is unwilling to accept its 
implications, heartened again when it catches on elsewhere and the idea of the Common- 
wealth, of partisan operation of industry, is fulfilled. Democracy is saved, something 
else is lost = but not irreparably. It is a novel of an idea, and well worth reading. 


$2.50 
Derleth, August — Ed. SLEEP NO MORE a Farrar & Rinehart 


Not intended as a competitor to, or substitute for, The Midnight Reader, 

Great Tales of Terror and the Supernatural, etc., this is supplementary supernatural 
fare, drawn from less classieal sources, and using material which is unavailable else- 
where. And despite the origins of the majority of the stories (Weird Tales, etc.) these 
are no shilling shockers but well turned tales of "psychic residue, vampirism, dead 
vengeance, possession, demoniac familiars, homicidal avatars", hauntings, visitations 
and the grave. Well known frighteners in M.R. James, Algernon Blackwood, Thomas Burke, 
John Collier, Howard Lovecraft, and a good representation of new names and new horrors. 
An extra for the fanciers. Illus. by Lee Brown Coyr. $2.50 


Stevenson, D.E, LISTENING VALLEY wi Farrar & Rinehart 


Another subdued Scots romance in familiar vein in the story of Tonia who, 
as younger daughter, very much misunderstood, had a difficult childhood and girlhood. 
She finds her luck when she marries Robert, much older, who gives her security and 
assurance. His death, through overwork in this war, leaves her a wealthy widow and she 
goes to live in a house inherited from an old family servant. She makes new friendships, 
with British and American fliers, with old family acquaintances, with Bay - whom she 
had known as a child and whose French fiancee comes to board. She sees an old tragedy 
righted in the marriage of one of her .new friends, and Bay - now rid of his French girl- 
turns to her. Pleasant, and tying into earlier books in the appearance of several 
characters and backgrounds - and comfortable. $2.50 


Wylie, Philip NIGHT UNTO NIGHT alos Farrar & Rinehart 


This is a continuation of the vein of Generation of Vipers, inasmuch as it 
is a sounding off on many of the problems common to reasoning man; there is less invec- 
tive, more inquiry, but there is an equal, profuse probing of all kinds of matter from 
the scientific to the spiritual. A novel in name only, this is a disquisition on art, 
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religion, war, psychiatry, immateriality, and primarily death and the problem of death 
in life. Its central characters are Ann, whose husband goes down on a PC boat, and her 
painful adjustment to his death partly assisted by his reappearance to her at odd times. 
The other principal is Galen, brilliant biochemist, disqualified from the services by 
the sudden revelation of an epileptic strain, and as yet unsure whether the disease is 
on the way in or out. In time, Ann and Galen fall in love, Galen has the first violent 
attack which preludes the end, but even so + Ann = having gained the knowledge of meet- 
ing death in life once, marries Galen for what time they have together. An artist, a 
psychiatrist, Ann's wanton sister, a doctor, provide talking points in other fields. 
Wylie writes well - he also overwrites - but notwithstanding the conversational super- 


cargo, it's honest and holding reading. q)2 of 4 we $2.75 
September 2 (G- 
Todd, Helen THE ROOTS OF THE ‘TREE Houghton, Mifflin 


Portrait of a German, and an artist, which is a consistent and well developed 
study of conscience, though secondarily only a novel. With the humorless honor, insecure 
pride, rigid nationalism of the German, Eysen leaves Germany only because he can no long- 
er work there, and takes a professorial position at a midwestern university. The years 
in America and his contacts with Paul, a student, and Carla, a woman, force him to take 
a stand and he leaves his non-political ivory tower, realizing that passivity, non-par- 
ticipation are as culpable as active fascism. He writes the book which is a condemna- 
tion of the country he once loved; he gives up Carla whose selfish unconcern toward the 
European situation makes marriage now impossible; and he gains through his relation- 
ship to Paul who goes off to fly in England. Good writing, careful characterization, if 


without strong popular attraction. (Author of A Man Named Grant.) $2.50 
September-27 \/ Ocboer II: 
Boulton, Agnes THE ROAD IS BEFORE US Lippincott 


Strong writing, and a tricky narrative technique - well hardled, for a first 
novel which has vitality and pace. A five day motor trip from Pittsburgh to Florida 
brings out the background of the four passengers, as landmarks and incidents en route 
provoke in each flashbacks of personal history, and crisis culminates in transit. There 
are the Rawls, an elderly couple, William, a gentle failure who'd been nagged into a 
city job by "Mommie", a fusser, still dramatizing and capitalizing on the loss of her 
babies years ago. There is Miss Addie Brown, a Negress, pregnant, thinking of ways to 
get the money for a divorce so she can marry the father of her baby; and there is T.E. 
Edgrin, the driver, on the thin edge after the death of his sister, Ann, to whom he'd 
been more than normally tied. Rawl's death, Miss Addie’s miscarriage, and Edgrin's dis- 
covery of the true reasons for Ann's death and release from it, these as moments of 
drama. Graphic, holding. (Caution for conservatives. } $2.50 V 


September ?? 
Hartley, J.M. THE WAY Crowell 


® With all the fictionized stories of the period recorded in the Gospels one 
expects’ a certain overlapping and repetition. This, surprisingly enough, is wholly 
fresh and new ~ and essentially readable. The period precedes that of the other books 
(The Brother, The Emperor's Physician, etc.) and the story is concerned chiefly with 
the rumors of plots and trouble brewing, of the mysterious mission of three wise men 
from distant lands, and of a possible leader coming out of the movement of rebellion a~ 
mong those stiff-necked people, the Jews. The story starts in Naples, in full decor, 


as Caesar sends the young centurion, Severus, to run down these rumors and to find ou 
/ : 
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what Balthasar, wise man from Egypt, is plotting. Severus goes to Syria and by his very 
assiduous attention to duty wins the enmity of the local rulers. He deliberately becomes 
the lover of a Jewish girl, whose uncle owns the lowly inn where the wise men are meet— 
ing, and she, quite innocently, aids him in the plot against them. Fearful of reprisals 
among her own people, she follows Severus to Jerusalem and reveals to him that Joseph, 
father of Jesus, is providing a shelter for the wise men. Circumstances conspire to 
circumvent Severus’ plot, he is even moved - though not prefoundly - by the boy Jesus, 
and the story closes with the presumption that Jesus is being taken away secretly ty the 
wise men to be prepared for his mission. Severus’ mission fails, his Jewish maiden is 
stoned to death, but the boy who was to bring freedom to the world has been saved. This 
departs more into the realm of speculation - giving credence to the legend that Jesus 
was tutored in the ways of the east during those years between his being received into 
the Temple and his reappearance. The details of the period are authentically depicted. 
There is less of the spiritual challenge than in, for instance, The Robe, but the pat~ 


tern of the story and its central figure, suggest that book more than its other pre- 


decessors. $2.50 


September 7? 
Laverty, Maura NO MORE THAN HUMAN Longmans, Green 


There's an engaging buoyancy to these experiences of a young Irish girl in 
the rigid, doublestandard milieu of Spain of the '20's. A raw and untutored miss of un- 
der eighteen, Delia Scully of Ballyderrig arrives as a governess in a wealthy Spanish 
household where she quickly learns the loneliness, the humiliations of the segregated 
caste of imported spinster governesses. Not without spirit and impetuosity, she loses 
two posts over Rafael, a Spaniard, a cigarette and a red bathing suit; she is branded 
in the profession and decides to give lessons instead, then works her way up to an off— 
ice position; she loses her heart to Rafael who does not have marriace in minds; sh*® be- 
comes engaged to an Hungarian - and she returns to Ireland and a righter marriage. Ex- 
uberance and humor for recollections of a very ae cs. perhaps not for wide 


attention but not without charm. alr $2.50 
Halsey, Margaret SOME OF MY BEST FRIENDS ARE SOLDIERS Simon & Schuster 
* Author of the bestselling With Malice Towards Some. last time the English - 


this time the bearers of bias (the Southerner, the Negro baiter and the anti-Semite), 
subtitles this "A Kind of Novel". This is a series of letters from Gretchen to her 
brother Jeff, now in the Army. She tries to bully him out of his grief for his dead 
wife, and is suecessful; she attacks him on his attitude toward the Southern feeling a- 
tout Negroes and through her work at the Canteen, reflects her own development in com- 
bating prejudice among the Governing Board. She is needled into action by the boarder 
she and her father have taken, and Tom's advice brings matters to a head when a Jewish 
girl is asked to leave the Canteen. Gretchen learns the art of spiking your enemy's 
attacks - and helps to win a victory - for the Canteen and herself. And she scraps her 
way into marriage with Tom. Phrasemaker unbeatable, Halsey carries the fight into the 
camp of those fomenting trouble with their attitudes toward Negroes and Jews. The ma~ 
terial may not fit the method, but sparkling terms and smooth venom make pleasanter 


propaganda and this is eligible for enjoyment. $2.50 
PREVIEWS OF POSTMORTEMS 
August 16 
Siller, Van UNDER A CLOUD Doubleday, Doran 


Pete Rector, of previous opi, relaxes his post-African campaign war jitters 
by a visit to a Montana dude ranch where a group of beautiful girls attract murder - 
and his affections. Romantic criss and doublecross as source material for motives, and 


a lightgrade yarn. Not too good. 


$2.00 
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August 25 

Roden, H.W. TOO BUSY TO DIE | Morrow 

Slicked down toughie involving Johnny Knight, Public Relations Counsel, and 


Sid Ames, private eye, on a case of murder in triplicate, blackmail, and thieves falling 
out over a packet of diamonds. Top tempo and some pretty fine lowdown lingo in the genre. 


$2.00 
Se ptember 8 
Perdue, Virginia ALARUM AND EXCURSION Doubleday, Doran 
* Shot at and attacked, the victim wakes.to no knowledge - except teasing mem- 


ories - of his identity or work, soon realizes he is in a mental hospital. The pattern 
forms from little pieces, he accepts the runaround to keep him from recovering, realiz- 
ing, acting, - but escaping his mental monitors, he plots out the actions against him, 
shuffles all the angles into a right one, and settles the accounts with a black mark 
against himself - in complete safety. Testing the integrity and falseness of contacts, 
going to no special agency for aid, the action and plot have finesse and mobility remi- 
niscent of Hitchcock. Crime Club selection. $2.00 


September 11 
Bonett, Emery OLD MRS. CAMELOT Blakiston 


Spoiled, opinionated, old Mrs. Camelot defies local gentility and takes in 
Robina Adams, an imported war worker, to live with her, and on her death leaves Robina 
her fortune. Coincidence, rumor and gossip infer Robina killed Mrs. Camelot. Her pre- 
dicament brings the man she loves (and whom she thought she had lost) to her aid, and 
together they piece out scraps of evidence for and against her, bits of old history to 
confront their prey and wind up the case without professional assistance. British and 
satisfying. $2.00 


September 13 


Fair, A.A. GIVE 'EM THE AX Morrow 


Donald Lam invalided out of the U.S.N., manages to keep Bertha Cool at low 
heat and headed in the right direction in proving a wife is unworthy of her good hus- 
band. They run into faked accident claims, murder and triple threat plays by lawyers 
and the police. Donald has his usual girl trouble, extricates himself from fouled up 


situations, finagles out - cocking a snoot at Bertha. Dizzying. $2.00 
September 19 
Bellairs, George | THE MURDER OF A QUACK Macmillan 


A bonesetter's death, in a small English town, proves murder not suicide, 
and with the ticklish medical and local situation, Scotland Yard is called in. Detec- 
tive-Inspector Littlejohn's approach is more than adequate to separate old and new 
crimes, handle the medical end properly, and set up a foolproof snare for the criminal. 


Steady does it. $2.00 











July 15, 1944 Mysteries, Thrillers | - 310 « 
September Py 
Heberden, M.V. MURDER OF A STUFFED SHIRT Doubleday, poran 


Desrond Shannon with time out from Intelligence, finds murder a lead to a 
plush draft racket, roughshods police, FBI and the newspapers, lets clients and sus- 
pects sink or swim, precipitates further killings, learns the outs from the inside 
and tosses his competitors the case with only a minus on sleep. Alert. $2.00 


Strong, L.A.G. ALL FALL DOWN Doubleday, Loran 


Jocular Ellis McKay, of the Yard, and his bookselling friend, Gilkison, 
happen in on the murder of a cussed old codger, bibliomanic Matt Baildon. Baildon's 
much to be pitied wife and daughter, the daughter's rival schoolteachers, and eccentric 
village characters provide a localized, narrow margin of suspicion. In the explicit 
English tradition, only fair. $2.00 


NON-FICTION 
Almost Down To Dearth 


No must books, and popularly speaking, a solo selectee in Harton Sturges-Jones’ RAPES 
IN THE WOOD (Putnam); for discussion, and for an intelligent audience - these three; 
Edgar Snow's PEOPLE ON OUR SIDE (Random House); D.W. Progan's THE AMERICAN CHARACTER: 
and Carey “cWilliams PREJUDICE (Little, Prown). ‘See below for reports. 


PROBLEMATIC AL BOORS 
July 28 
Ruggles, Eleanor GERARD MANLEY HOPKINS Norton 


For poetry lovers, scholars, and those interested in the phenomena of re- 
ligious experience, a welcome book, Little has been written and known about the rather 
mysterious figure of Gerard Manley Hopkins, the Oxford classical student who turned 
Jesuit priest, and who produced not only extraordinarily beautiful and exalted poetry, 
but a verse form which continues to influence pnglish prosody. This is a sensitive 
and painstaking story of his life; is also, secondarily, a critique of his poetry. The 
important phases of his career; the influence of Jowett, Pusey and Newman; the deep 
friendship with Robert Bridges; the painful conversion to Catholicism; his love of 
nature and youth, his enguished spiritual conflicts. The man emerges whole and in his 
setting. One knows him, why and how he lived, and why he died. This is accomplished 


with considerable psychological insight, commendable delicacy and taste. $3.50 
July 31 
Nute, Grace Lee LAKE SUPERIOR Bobbs - Merrill 


Continuing The American Lake Series, this is the story of the largest body 
of fresh water in the world - and is again holding reading. It is a personalized ac- 
count of the history of the region, the inhabitants, explorers, settlers, the trades 
and industries that brought importance to the settlements and ¢ities founded there. 
Here, from entries in old records, are tales of the captains of the lake boats, the 
growing commerce, the contributions from the fishing, fur, mines, lumber businesses, 
the characters of the cities and their people, the trends of development. Again a vig— 
orous, colorful panorama that offers much material, well handled and interestingly pre- 
sented, on regional background. 33.50 
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July 31 


MeInnis, Edgar THE WAR: Fourth Year 


Oxford 


The fourth in a series which is proving an invaluable reference work, an 

“ordering and relating" of the actions and events of the war, illustrated with maps, 

and including documentary appendices and chronological tables. The timespan is October, 
1942 to October, 1943 - a year which witnessed the changing character of the conflict 

as the Allies went on the offensive, chalked up the victory in Egypt, the North African 
campaign, Stalingrad and the Russian drive down through the Ukraine, the air blitz of 
the continent, the conquest of Tunisia, Sicily, - and in the Pacific, the series of 
island victories and turn of the tide. Summarized also are the foreign policies of the 


- participants, the home front status in manpower, resources, food, etc. Introduction 
by Viscount Wavell. The market as before. | $2.50 
95 
August 2 qwy 
Eighth Army ‘POEMS FROM THE DESERT Harper 


This little volume of verse has a romantic appeal. 
tion made from some 400 submitted in a contest open to all members of the 
but limited to poems actually written in the desert drive against Rommel. The verses 
themselves, with one exception, are indifferent, showing perhaps a little of the con- 
ventional skill of the average well educated Englishman. There are, however, two high 
points. One is the touching introduction by General Montgomery; the other, the only 
non-entry in the competition, is a poem - written on a slip of paper which fluttered in- 
to the hands of a soldier sheltered in a slit trench during the battle of El Agheila. 


The poems are a selec- 
Eighth Army, 


It is called "A Soldier-~-His Prayer", and it is a very fine and moving piece. $1.75 
August 6 
Saunders, Hilary St. George PIONEERS! O PIONEERS! Macmillan 


A mirror to America, as the author of Combined Operations, etc., tours our 
country under the British Ministry of Information... and an entertaining portrait re- 
sults. It is candid, and often amsing. He makes a good story of his travels from 


of the people he met, the things he saw and did. Hollywood-shipyards ~- 
appearance on Information Please - witnessing one of our race riots - audiences - night 
clubs - farms - our women in the service - etc., etce., are commented on briskly, ina 
distillation of intelligence, humor, frankness that is neither too flattering nor too 
critical but a just appraisal of the wholly American scene. There are opinions to take 
exception to, details to query, but the whole is very informing as to an Englishman's 
first impressions of our country. $2.50 


east to west, 


August 21 


Osborn, Vera Maynard THERE WERE TWO OF US Whittlesey House 


The story of an American-as-apple-pie childhood and household, which cannot 
compete with other "literary families" for humor or originality, tut which does have a 
lot of old fashioned sentiment to staunch the nostalgia for those good old days. It is 
also the story of Brother and Sister, inseparable from babyhood on when they fabricated 
a secret language, ran away together, when Brother taught her her 3 R's so she could 
keep up with him in school, when Brother almost died of pneumonia and Sister saved him 
through a private appeal above ~ until - finally - Brother got other girl conscious and 
Sister lost her tomboy ways, made new friends, and went off to college and a musical 
career which she dropped for marriage to Bill. Charlotte, Michigan as setting - 2 


laconic grandmother and understanding parents adding touches. $2.50 
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August 25 
Sturges-Jones, Marion BABES IN THE WOOD Putnam 
. Snuggles up to Our Hearts Were Young and Gay, and My Sister Fileen, these 


reminiscences of the author's life with her Canadian-English mother, before and during 
the last war. The brilliant sparkle of the two predecessors is lacking, but there is a 
gay approach to some almost memorable situations. Mother, in spite of ladylike if fan- 
tastic positions, remains imperturbable and the victor of every impasse, while daughter 
manages quite well on her own. ‘There are homemade (and second hand) clothes (an unfor- 
gettable pink organdy and an evening dress dyed, and revamped, into a bathing suit); 
Marion, an alien, works for the U.S. Army, has a Venezuelan beau, becomes friends with 
a sexy rival. There are lodgings in Philadelphia, embarassing and entertaining; there 
are misfits causing scandal in the Quartermaster Depot; there is competition for young 
officers; a peculiar Labor Day Weekend; a fruitless attempt at friendship (for litera- 
ture's sake) with Agnes Repplier; the exuberance of the false armistice; boarding out 
in a too slick household - and proposals the night Prohibition went into effect; not 
ever to forget "My Mother Breaks Her Pearls". An oh-so-good, unsophisticated period, 


captured in wide-eyed, restful humor, Illustrated Barbara Shermund., : $2.50 
August—28 14 2te- 12 /s 
Abbot Collection of Naval Aviation OUR FLYING NAVY Maemillan 


From pre-flight to combat, in a series of excellently reproduced drawings 
and paintings by Robert Benney, Lawrence Beall Smith, Howard Baer, Adolf Dehn, Don 
Freeman, Joseph Hirsch and George Schreiber - and a text prepared by the Training Lit- 
erature Section of the Navy Department of Aeronautics - this is triple checked, authen- 
tic, accurate information on the crews, flyers, groundmen, planes, and Waves. From 
the ground to the air this follows the history of naval aviation from the first experi- 
ments with planes and ships, to the aircraft today and the importance of striking its 
power in this war. all types of airplanes, their missions, their special use, together 
with the steps of training all the men in this branch get. The introduction is by 
Frank Knox, the preface by Vice Admiral J.S. McCain, and Thomas Craven writes about the 
pictures which are the property of the Abbott Laboratories of Chicago. All in all - 
the book on naval aviation. $3.75 


August 2 AS 
“” 
Ettlinger, Harold FAIR FANTASTIC PARIS Bobbs - Merrill 


A leisurely looking-back over the Paris years of a newspaper correspondent, 
random reminiscences of people, places, odd incident and intelligence. A picturesque 
profile of the city herself, graceful, gentle, casual, contradictory; the Montparnasse 
cafes and the left bank bookstalls; a search for brass hinges; gastronomic adventures; 
curiosities and conversational controversies; Suzy, the little refugee girl he sent to 
a convent school, and Lola Smith, the G string dancer who provoked a morality trial; 
the riots of 1943 and the strikes of the Front Populaire; premonitions of the coming 


war. Minor memories, deliberately non-political, and pleasant enough. $3 
1} # a3 TO 
September-S vel ey 
Yost, Edna & Gilbreth, Dr. Lillian M. NORMAL LIVES FOR THE DISABLED Macmillan 


a 
Written for the hadicapped (whether civilian or veteran}, and by two ex- 
perienced people in the field, this gives unsentimentalized assurance as well as com- 
plete coverage of the emotional, vocational and medical factors to be faced. Stressed 
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is the importance of meeting the disability head on, of making a social readjustment, 
of acquiring independence from oversolicitious relatives, and of getting work of some 
kind. They review the rehabilitation laws and what they provide; list methods of get~ 
ting help to which you are entitled; show what can be done by physical and occupational 
therapies, with artificial appliances. And lastly counsel on getting - and getting aw 
long in -~ a job. Recognition here of the emotional and physical obstacles, without 
pandering to them, and full illustrations from actual experiences proving that normal 
lives can be achieved. For the disabled, their families, and therapists. $2.50 


September 9 
Anspacher, Louis K. } THE STORY OF LIBERTY Island Workshop Press 


The popular lecturer, poet and dramatist presents here a "philosophy of 
history", the conflict between liberty and tyranny. Four essays, which include person- 
el propagandizing for today, when liberty is in crisis. The first covers the histori-: 
cal landmarks of democracy; the second, the interim period between wars, the era of 
escape; the third, the German mentality which made Hitler possible; and lastly, liberty 
in the postwar world, the need for cooperative internationalism, etc. Nothing very 
deep here, but wide cultural exemplification for historical evolution in terms of the 
present. For his following, which is said to be devoted; otherwise I question it.$3,00 


September 11 Pl aa 
Snow, Edgar PEOPLE ON, OUR SIDE L \\su * Random House 


I'd like to think this could be a Must Book. It certainly should be must 
reading for every liberal who wants to understand the problems, the question marks of 
India, Soviet Russia, China and their integral parts. Edgar Snow's known sympathies 
(Red Star Over China) are with the people's parties whether in China or Russia. He has 
however kept the book extraordinarily objective, informative and fresh in fact and view- 
point. The text combines excellent background and analysis with personal experience, 
illustrative anecdote and interviews. These interviews are very revealing, some with 
well known key figures, some of no importance-strategically - but illustrative of the 
forces behind the front. Some of the newest material deals with Siberia, Mongolia, etc. 
He clarifies many points at issue; he answers often voiced questions. He supports 
India’s demand for a chance to rule, or misrule, herself; of Russia's right to expect 
security on her borders; of Communist and partisan China to have equal acceptance and 
aid with the Nationalist Government; of Asia to expect to take the road to freedom. An 
exhilarating book to read — it gives one a feeling that with enough understanding, the 
chances of a better postwar world are greater. But a depressing book in the picture of 
ineptness, inadequacies and self interest which must be overcome. Important. $3.50 


September 14 
Korngold, Ralph CITIZEN TOUSSAIN Little, Brown 


A figure of importance, as military leader, governor and administrator, as 
Negro leader of a just cause, this is an understanding and intelligent biography of 
the Haitian patriot and martyr, Toussaint Louverture, whose rise from slavery to ruler 
of his country was marked by the worldwide interest in freedom. Haitian history back- 
grounds his life with its interplay of Spanish, French and English forces, and the in- 
ternal struggle between the upper and lower class whites, the mulattoes, and the Negroes. 
Self-taught, Toussaint made no break from slavery until spark of insurrection was fann- 
ed, and then, rose rapidly to power. Ke disciplined his troops in guerilla tactics, 
joined with Spain, only to become France’ ally against the British. Fhe etaves emanci-~ 
pated, he battled Napoleon who wished to restore slavery...Deserted by his officers, 
treacherously betrayed, Toussaint died in a Swiss dungeon without any kind of i889 pr 
Instructive and educative reading for these days. $3.0 
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September 15 | ( 


Rea, Gardner THE GENTLEMAN SAYS IT'S PIXIES McBride 





Another cartoon book - by the gentleman with the wiggly line, and a very 
wiggly mind for funny drawings and amusing captions... Along with unbelievable situa. 
tions, there is an assortment of military, household, family, shopping, oblivious women, 
etc., type of humor and a spry, bright quality to the pictures. With cartoon tooks pro- 
ving good merchandise, this has distinction of style and_humor. - $1.00 


See I, yy 
THE AMERICAN CHARACTER  ' wy: Knopf 


. A companion volume to The Fnglish People, and again a telling analysis of 
national character as it has been evolved through the historical experience of the coun- 
try. Modern examples from diverse media, apt anecdotage, give his profile of a people 
much that is entertaining as well as enlightening-, and make it easier reading than 
the first. Opening with the settlement and westernization of the country, Brogan goes 
on to the habits which were acquired out of urgent necessity, the booster spirit, over- 
statement, personal credit, and the formation of communities in which your business was 
everybody else's. Health, food, youth and its protraction in a country run for the 
young; masculine extravagance and feminine thrift; attitudes toward liquor and morals 
and war; the optimistic religion of business and progress; the literary pessimism; the 
farmer and the urbanization of the country; the issues of liberty versus unity, and 
problems of discrimination, the discontented South, party politics. And lastly the war 
- our soldiers and our army - the army of a country whose motto is “root, hog or die", 
untidy, wasteful, disrespectful, but with an indomitable spirit. A comparative apprai- 
sal by an English professor who bears no malice but much wisdom and an incisive objece- 
tivity. For an inquiring audience, not a readymade popular one, - for study and refer- 


ence shelves, etc. > $2.50 





Brogan, D.W. 





Anspacher, Louis K. SHAKESPEARE AS POET AND LOVER Island Workshop Press 


The popular lecturer, poet and dramatist (what again) with an essay, in 
rather obvious terms, for lay litterateurs. Analyzing Shakespeare's Sonnets, he first 
writes on the nature and components of poetry, using selections from the major poets as 
illustration. Secondly, the dedicatees of the Sonnets, with the sometimes held argu- 
ment (but no further substantiation thereof) that William Herbert, the young Earl of 
Pembroke, is the "onlie begetter" and Mary Fitton, his mistress (and once Shakespeare's) 


is the dark lady. Once again, a conjectural market. $1.00 
’ ; a 
McWilliams, Carey PREJUDICE: Japanese Americans, Symbol Little, Brown 
of Racial Intolerance 
. A crusader against social, economic and racial indignities, Carey McWilliams 


tells a story of stigma which may not be a popular one today, but which is one that need- 
ed to be told. The evacuation of the West Coast Japanese-Americans, the singling out of 
one group for maltreatment and the categorical deprivation of civil rights, this is the 
incentive which prompted this book and a detailed examination by a social investigator. 
The story of anti-Oriental agitation from 1900 on (organizations, bills, boycotts, 
scareheads, culminating in the Exclusion act). The problem of the Japanese-American, a 
conflict of culture rather than race, with the younger generation, the Nisei, proving 
how completely they have become American. The “military necessity" behind the evacu- 
ation order, a groundless alibi used by a General with bias and three states with a 
history of prejudice; the relocation centers, and the attitudes of the citizens behind 
bars who have shown no bitterness, no self pity, but a sustaining faith in American de- 
mocracy. And lastly, the lesson, that the future handling of all racial problems must 
be federal, and not dictated by the locale involved. A stirring, saddening account - 
which should (but may not be) read. ' $3.00 
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© rSeptember-10-—- Quay |) 
Corner, George W. OURSELVES UNBORN: An Embryologist's Essay on man Yale 


Here, in all the minutiae of scientific knowledge and discoveries, is the 
story of the beginnings of life, and the origins of human development. Here are the 
vital processes, the structural details, the evidences of relationship, through the 
embryo, to the animal kingdom, the fascinating complexity of prenatal growth, the 
causes of prenatal abnormality and mortality. Not a book for the layman or uninitiated, 
rather for a specialized, scientific audience. the Terry Lectures for 1944 on "religion 
in the light of science and philosophy". Illus. $3.00 


September 27 
Bentley, Eric Russell A CENTURY OF HERO WORSHIP Lippincott 


For the serious student of literature and philosophy, a dissection of the 
idea of Heroic Vitalism as evidenced in the works and philosophies of Carlyle, Nietzche, 
Wagner, Shaw, Spengler, Stefan George, and D.H. Lawrence. These indicate what the trend 
of hero-worship led to and how it must be guarded against for the future. There is dis- 
cussion of the influences of each of these men, and how, in turn, each was conditioned 
by the others; what their concepts of leadership derived from and resulted in; what has 
been the historical significance and social implications of their thinking, as their 
cults impacted against democracy. An analysis concerned entirely with intellectual / 


conceptions, interesting, well written, and argumentative, $3.50 
a "ail 
® Erskine, John WHAT IS MUSIC ? Novamlnnr + Lippincott - 


Litterateur Erskine turns to his avocation, the art most difficult to ver- 
balize, and contributes a good general book atout music as an enjoyment and as a pro- 
fession. Without the oversimplification of Stokowski's Yusic For All of Us, this fol- 
lows the same lines and endeavours to “make the love of music to some degree more intel- 
ligent" by defining it, its office in society, and its importance. Absolute and pro- 


gram music; structure (melody, harmony, rhythm, ete. with practical application); musi- 
cal notation; the different instruments; the opportunities and difficulties of music as 
a career; the performer - and his returns; the amateur; the teacher — with sharp criti- 
cism of the lack of qualifications of most of our musical educators; the composer, the 
publisher, and the anomalous position of the critic. A book of interpretation and 
practical value for music lovers, potential performers. $2.75 


September 29 


Divine, A.D. NAVIES IN EXILE ke Dutton 


The author of Firedrake tells of the activities of Polish, Norwegian, Dutch, 
French, Yugoslavian, Belgian, Danish and Greek naval defiance, in all types of seacraft. 
There are accounts of operations, battles, of sea deeds to score against the enemy, of 
the unconquered spirit of each country's sailors. These are the ships and the men who 
when disaster overcame their country, made their choice to fight against the enemy, 
and proved, in all theaters, the value of their efforts. Stirring reports of action, 
“ of losses, and the price paid for independence of spirit - some of these have not been 
@ in the news or been made public before. A worthwhile contribution to the naval exploits 
of the war, recounted with high enthusiasm. Illustrated with photographs. $2 67.5: 
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September ?? 


Smith, James H. & Rambova, Natacha TECHNIQUE FOR LIVING Essential Books 
(Duell, Sloan & Pearce) 


Natacha Rambova is a former ballet dancer; both authors are now working on 
the rehabilitation of returned combat troops. This is their formula for personality re- 
novation, combined with physical exercises (illustrated in diagram). The text will en- 
able you to acquire the "fifth freedom", or learning to live, which consists of physi- 
cal control, emotional stability and mental clarity. The accompanying exercises, which 
smack of yoga, help to fulfill these aims, teach anything from posture, balance, relax- 
ation, to fluidity and rhythm (which relieves nervous tension) and concentration. New 
slant for self help, which takes a little more out of you - and, for all we know, there 





may be people with brain betterment, and body building, on their mind. $1.50 
Jordan, Peter CENTRAL UNION OF EUROPE /(% = tq McBride 


An idea, rather than a book, and a lesser contritution to the postwar plan- 
ning panacea. Believing that no federation is possible until the eleven smaller coun- 
tries lying between Germany and Russia are consolidated into a Central Union, this is 
an argument for the unification of that middle zone. Once united, they will have suffi- 
cient combined strength to balance the power of Germany and Russia, and they will never 
be victimized by aggression again. A valid theory, but insufficiently developed here 


and making certain naive assumptions (primarily that no one will say too). — 
RO 
Barnouw, A.J. THE MAKING OF MODERN HOLLAND Norton 


By a professor of international standing, this is a succinct and orderly 
history of Holland, with additional information on her literature and arts, her reltji- 
ous struggle and social reforms. The early antecedents and attempts at self rule; the 
emergence from feudalism and revolt against Spanish tyranny and the Inquisition uncer 
Prince William of Orange; the formation of the Dutch Republic; colonization and ri‘airy 
with the English; the French attempts at conquest; the Golden Age under Willian TI1. the 
era of exploration and discovery;-the sluggish 18th century and the rebellions *9th vith 
the trend towards liberalism and reform; the long reign of Wilhelmina which wivnessea 
two wars and one depression ~ but in between brought order and prosperity and se .t con- 
fidence; the character of the people, a country of burghers, with realistic common sense, 
practical wisdom, and staunch independence. A very good "Short History". $2.75 





Brill, A.A. FREUD'S CONTRIBUTION TO PSYCHIATRY Nocton 


The Salmon Lectures in book form, as Freud's translator and- leading ex posi- 
tor outlines the main facets of Freud's psychoanalytic contribution, and iliustreates 
each with casework, partially derived from Brill's own medical experience. Psychother- 
apy up to Freud; Freud's realization of the limitations of hypnotism and substitution 
of analysis as a therapy; the classification of neuroses; use of dream interpretation as 
a technique; paranoia; the compulsion neurosis, the Oedipus complex, melancholia; the 
theory of the id, the ego and the superego; the last investigations into religion, su- 
perstition, taboo. In clear terms, with ample illustration, a summary of psychoanalysis 


for those who want a serious presentation thereof. $2275 
a 


Morrison, Theodore THE DEVIOUS WAY Se4t '° “Viking 


This is trash. It is trashy in content and verse form. It is a narrative 
poem, *eiling the story of a lush young girl who allows hersel” to have an afvaiv with 
hes arlent, penniless young lover, and then - on the way to being a mother, decides vo 
marny the settled, brilliant young surgeon who has been her suitor for seme time, brs 
previously rejected because he was the candidate of a spinster aunt. The setting is 
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is apparently New England; the motivations of the characters, (whom the poet in a com- 
pletely self-deluded way imagines resemble Troilus and Cressida) are undecipherable. 
The verse is mediocre, to put it kindly. Theodore Morrison has recently had poems ac- 
cepted by the Yale Review, the Virginia Quarterly, and the New Yorker. A previous vol- 
ume, Notes of Death and Life, was published by Crowell in 1935. $2.00 ~” 


JOANNY COME LATELY'S 
Riveloup, Andre THE TRUTH ABOUT DF GAULLE Arco 


Hitting the news on the nose, this is a brief profile of De Gaulle, the pas- 
Sionate patriot who is the symbol of French liberation. Praise and propaganda both - 
and biographical material covering his accomplishments as a military man (he is the form- 
ulator of mechanized warfare); his record during the first world war; his personality 
and qualifications as a political leader (answering back to various charges leveled 
against him); his organization of the Free French army; the underground and guerilla 
army in France; and the unfortunate Dakar incident and Darlan deal. With an introduc- 
tion by Edgar Mowrer adding an authoritative note, this is adequate, well timed, mer- 
chandise (but no competition for the more substantial biographies which have already 
appeared). (7/14 - Bastille day) paper $1.00 cloth $2.00 


An Announcenent 


Campbell, Joseph & Robinson, A SKELETON KEY TO FPINNEGANS WAKE Harcourt, Brace 
Henry Morton 


An interpretation, and guide to, James Joyce's master-work and master puzz- 
ler, which is a book for scholars, devotees, intellectuals. (7/7) $3.50 


Johnson, Gerald W. 4 WOODROW WILSON Harper 


A photographie biography of Woodrow Wilson, with an introductory section and 
running commentary by Gerald Johnson, and more than two hundred ‘pages of photographs 
compiled by the Editors of Look Magazine. Once again, in deadly parallel, is told the 
story of the great man and the great failure, whose glaring faults and hateful virtues 
helped to defeat the idea for which the world was not ready. The Princeton years; the 
Governorship; the Presidency; the marriage of his daughter; the death of Ellen Wilson 
and remarriage to Edith Galt; the war - and home front measures duplicated today; the 
military and political personalities; then the great crusade for peace, the 14 Points, 
the Faris Conference, the League, and its repudiation as Wilson was demoted from idol 
to villain to victim. Despite the revival of Wilsoniana, a specialized, speculative 
market. (Publ. ) $2.00 


Michie, Allan A. , KEEP THE PEACE THROUGH AIR POWER Holt 


Author of The Air Offensive Against Germany, Michie campaigns again for the 
postwar use of air power as an international police patrol (a suggestion which is being 
made recurrently). The better part of the book is backéround material on Germany, not 
firsthand, but drawn from various current sources (Vansittart, Schultz, Riess, etc.) 
and proving that Germany will try again, that she is already preparing 4 doce world 
war, that the German people (not just a minority faction) are guilty of today s holo- 
caust; and that we are at war with German militarism rather than Fascism. Pigures show 
that the American public wants to participate in keeping the peace, and Michie ae 
how air patrol can. be used (and how it has been used by the British in the desert); 
how it will otviate direct occupation; and how aerial punishment can te promptly inflict- 
ed against offenders. Admittedly an interim solution, and a purely physical one, a 
method rather than an answer-all for permanent peace. Popularly presented, the publi- 
shers hope to get this across to a wide market. (7/27) $2.00 
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PLEASE NOTE THESE CEANGES IN TITLE, DAT& AND PRICE 


Bobbs-Merrill 
Dunsany, Lord - GUERRILLA - definite date 6/14 
Ettlinger, Harold - FAIR FANTASTIC PARIS - definite date 8/28. Price from 


$3.00 to $3.50 


Samuel Curl 
Ashton, Helen - JOANNA - from 7/10 to 8/7 (C) 


Doubleday, Doran 
Gibson, H. = THE ROAD TO FOREIGN POLICY - price from $3.00 to $2.50 (C) 
Riess, Curt - THE NAZIS GO UNDERGROUND - from 7/7 to 7/28 
Treanor, Tom - ONE DAMN THING AFTER ANOTHER - from 7/21 to 7/28 
Duell, Sloan & Pearce 
Caldwell, Erskine - STORIES BY ERSKINE CALDWELL - definite date 6/17 
Fast, Howard - FREEDOM ROAD - definite date 8/15 
Frank, Waldo - THE JEW IN OUR DAY - definite date 8/18 
Gumpert, Dr. Martin - YOU ARE YOUNGER THAN YOU THINK - definite date 8/17 


Houghton Mifflin 
Govan, Christine Noble - JENNIFER'S HOUSE - postponed to 1945 


Macmillan 
- TRUMPET VOLUNTARY - definite date 7/14 


Scribner 
Derleth, August - MISCH IN TEE LANE - from 8/? to 7/17 
Palmer, Frederick - IT CAN BE DONE THIS TIME - from 7/? to 8/14 


Pitkin, Walter B. — ON MY OWN ~ definite date 8/7 


Hoellering, Franz - FURLOUGH - definite date 8/16 
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SUMMER JUVENILE SUPPLEWMEN-T: No, II 


FOR THE PICTURE FOOR AGE 
Flory, Jane HOW MANY Henry Holt 


* An accordion-folded counting book, on one page gay animals, birds or objects, 
and facing it the number and minitures of the large illustrations to be counted. 
Pleasant shades of green, blues, pinks, and it is too bad that, entirely paper, it 
should be so perishable. But two of these would make a nice wall decoration and be 
visually instructive. The publishers report that a pre-publication printing of 100,000 
is almost exhausted, so it should be effective merchandise. (Publ.) $.50 


GRADUATING TO PICTURE STORY POORS 
Czaja, Helen & Michael THE BOUNTIFUL COW Henry Holt 


An unpretentious story of a Jersey cow, whose eyes were like two big, 
black, shiny bugs, and who was shy and skinny and scared. But she had a calf, and 
was so proud she forgot to be shy and scared and became the best cow in a herd of 
thirty, and a prize winner. A pleasant book, with modern, vivacious black and white 
illustrations by the authors. (8/14) $1.50 


POORS TO READ ALOUD -- (6-9) 
Austin, Margot LUTIE Dutton 


An author assured of sales presents a new companion in Lutie, a mounta‘n- 
boy who DOES NOT WANT to go to school ~- and who carries out his threats, then chaijes 
his mind. En route to school a storm keeps him active saving his friends, cat Meav, 
dog Gone, horse Hyde ~ and the flood brings the school, bell, desk, stove anc teacher 
right to Lutie's own apple orchard. The lively Austin pictures of animals and boy keep 
alive the interest of the younger brackets of this group, while the dialect and situ- 
ations are easier for the older ones to comprehend. And it makes good, dramatic, 


funny, reading. (8/22) $1.00 
Haywood, Carolyn HERE'S A PENNY Harcourt, Brace 
’ This belongs also in the First Steps in Reading group, but is included 


here because of the ease with which it fits into "chapter" reading aloud, that the 
younger children like as a daily event. Each chapter is a story in itself, and tells 
of Penny, who is an adopted son, his kittens, his friends, Patsy and Peter, @ Hallo- 
ween party, Penny's earning money to buy his mother a Christmas present, a picnic, 

a baseball game, a summer of sailing — and the adoption of Peter...The “chosen baby" 
theme is well handled, and the language and type of print make this a useable book for 
those who have learned to read by therselves...Black and white illustrations ty the 


author. (8/24)° $2.00 
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Keeler, Katherine W. DOG DAYS Nelson 


The Tuckers move to the country and the three children yearn for a dog, 
but their father is too busy in the garden to make their wish come true. In spite of 
other pets ~- when not one dog — but three - arrive, everything is perfect. There are 
simple puns, for beginning humor, and delightful dog illustrations by the author, but 
style and action do not come up to the best types of this kind of story. (Publ.) $1.25 


Constantino, Joan & MARDI GRAS Whitman 
Josephine 


Emile's terrific curiosity made him double-dare his friend victor to try 
to find the hiding place of the big float of Carnival Day ~- thereby breaking a New 
Orleans law. Mardi Gras brings the two boys more excitement and a prize for Victor. 
Little story appeal here - it is the pictures that carry the interest. There are color- 
ful descriptions of the gayest of parades to arouse interest in the old French custom 
of Carnival time. Illustrated by Gladys Blackwood. The Constantino's wrote Pepito at 
Capistrano. (Sept.) $1.25 


FIRST STEPS IN READING = Story Pooks 
Buck, Pearl S. DRAGON FISH John Day 


A book for homes, schools, bookshops and libraries, this has charm and 
humor, is simply written and has a special appeal for girls, Eight year old Lan May 
Wu finds a dragon fish in her father's fish net and her good luck turns out to be an 
American sister, Alice Jones. They run away to pawn the fish, have fun managing the 
pawnbroker's shop for a day. But when night comes, the girls are locked in the city 
and their families have a hard time finding them. The reunion is everything good ~- 
even to the brothers, whom the girls had been escaping, promising never to tease again 
--+ Illustrated by Esther Brock Bird. (Sept.) $1.50 


Cote, Phyllis RABBIT-GO-LUCKY if Doubleday Doran 


This is real-life fiction as Mary Jane MacGregor, 11, gets the "doldrums" 
during her New Hampshire summer vacation. The gift of a real loom and the angora 
supplied by her brother's ratbits arouse her interest and real fun starts when old Miss 
Merrill teaches her all about spindle spinning, a "niddy noddy" and weaving. Her 
brother too finds a friend in Ebenadams, who teaches him how to "make or mend anything 
from scarecrows to saltcellars". There are familiar associations for youngsters in the 
pleasant family life of the MacGregors, and there is the added appeal of the older gen- 
eration in Miss Merrill and Ehenadams. Black and white illustrations by the author. 
(9/28) $2.00 


Bechdolt, Jack DULCIE AND HER DONKEY Dutton 
& Merwin, Decie 


Four chapters continue the escapades of Dulcie, and keep the same cast of 
characters, in episodes involving a fishing expedition, a birthday present of a donkey 
who lands her at a tea party, the county fair where she loses her heart to a black 
lamb, skating quite by unexpected accident. The early 19th century pictures by the 
authors, in soft yellow, blue and pink, and the introduction of unexpected rhymes, give 
distinction to this small book of stories that would have little appeal for those pre- 
ferring modern tales. (8/22) $1.50 
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Hogan, Inez TWIN COLTS 





Dutton 





® Ninth in the "Twin" series with appealing Sniff's and Snort's first adven- 
tures at the Corey farm - the cow and calf, the kitten and dog, and, during the summer, 
the twins, Christine and Christopher. They race and run away and find further excite-— 
ment in the woods, but it is the children who win their love. Friendly story, with 

the author's excellent black and white pictures. (8/22) $1.00 


STORY BOOKS FOR THE 9-12's 
Youmans, Eleanor MOUNT DELIGHTFUL Bobbs - Merrill 


* As pleasing as its title - for these are nice people to know, these Evan's 
from Wales, who begin a new life in America in 1832. Nancy is 16, Tom, 14 and Ellen 
12, and after their experiences on shipboard, they find a comfortable life in Welsh 
Hills, Ohio. Ellen proves domesticity worthwhile, and learns that wilderness life 

has many dangers. Nice - in the nicest sense of the word. Illustrated. (9/5) $1.75 


Shields, Karena THREE IN THE JUNGLE Harcourt, Brace 


Mayan country and jungles for the adventures of three youngsters, Teddy, 
recently arrived from the United States, Catarina, daughter of an English rubber plan- 
ter, and Sac Chel, a Mayan boy wise in the ways of his people. Teddy's disbelief in 
jungle dangers aid local customs, the hunting of a jaguar, the trip to Mayan ruins, on 
which they get lost, but are saved by the mountain people and are privileged to 
learn some of their secrets ~ these are the framework on which much Mayan lore and in- 
formation are hung. Better than usual story of this type. Illustrated by Harold 
Petersen, black & white. | $2.00 


FOR THE 12-15 YEAR OLDS - Fiction 
Worth, Kathryn NEW WORLDS FOR JOSIE Doubleday, Doran 


Gentle and appealing for the less modern miss, this is purely feminine 
adventure, romance, humor and mystery in adequate doses, Poetic Josie is 14, her 
sister, Elizabeth is a poised 13, and their life, in 1936, in a finishing school in 
Switzerland begins badly because of the unpleasant precedent set by former Americans. 
But they prove that they could act "outside" and feel "inside" like Europeans, in a 
series of schoolgirl pranks, a Lottery Night, Dance Night, Promenades, skating and 
skiing parties, a creative writing contest and a furious fire...Junior Literary Guild. 
(9/28) $2.00 


Bird, Dorothy __ GRANITE HARBOR Macmillan 


Packed with wholesome good fun, thrills, courage and real people, is this 
story of Terry Blake's regaining lost confidence at Granite Harbor on Lake Superior. 
From Dallas, Texas, Terry encounters many new experiences in the north and is helped 
in adjusting herself to her:new environment by the friendship of Shannon O'Keefe. She 
learns to skate, ski and coast, learns about "sugaring-off" parties, hockey games, she 
has a hand in a mystery, and develops into a champion ski-jumper. Satisfying modern 
fiction, good bookshop item. Illustrated by Gertrude Howe. (8/15) $2.00 
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FOR THE 12-15 YEAR OLDS - Non-Fiction 
Bryant, Bernice FUTURE PERFECT Bobts - Merrill 


A painless process for the development of ladylike attributes. There are 
hints on the how and why of personality, how to choose and wear clothes, on attitudes, 
table manners, there is a good chapter "How Do You Do" whose suggestions are helpful 
for the home, school, church and publie places. And besides there is information on 
writing all types of letters, on throwing a real party with rules for plenty of parlor 
games and ways to start hobbies, for "the greater your interests, the more interesting 
you are to others". An easy friendly style, illustrations by Jean Baker - this is a 
worthwhile addition to home, school and public libraries, and of steady. sales for 


bookshops. (9/15) $2.00 


Lohse, Charlotte THE MYSTERIOUS CONTINENT Bobbs - Merrill 
& Seaton, Judith 


"Two hundred years of trial and error, at piecing and putting together, at 
last gave to the old world a fresh new continent, Australia. Terra Incognita had given 
place to Terra Cognita"....Here is the story of the Spanish, Dutch, French and English 
é¢xplorers whose combined efforts made this Southern hemisphere a reality: the first 
Spanish discoveries, now known as the Solomons; the Dutch contribution of a book of 
sailing directions which became a handbook for navigators; the Houtmans' exploration 
of Java; Captain Tasman and New Zealand and Tasmania; and the charting of the eastern 
coast of Australia in 1770 by James Cook. Farticularly interesting at this time, this 
gives a well-knit picture of discovery and exploration of islands highlighted in the 
history of today. Libraries and schools - and supplemental material for teachers. 


Illustrated with maps and drawings. (9/5) $2.00 
Mann, Martha NATHAN HALE, PATRIOT Dodd, Mead. 
* A biography that gives a clear insight into the life of a sincere patriot, 


a better understanding of the events which led up to the War of Independence, of the 
absence of unification in fighting America, the lack of arms, munitions and uniforms, 
that underlines the difficulties involved in keeping the Americans fighting for their 
freedom. Here is Nathan Hale, who at ten was beginning to be aware of the troubles 
between England and America, who early "dedicated himself to the cause of liberty”. 

At Yale, awareness grew to realization that America must be free; Lexington and Concord 
roused him to passionate fury and intense zeal for independence. His chance came to 
volunteer as a spy - and his end and last words proved him a true patriot. 31 black 
and white illustrations by Victor Dowling add interest to this worthwhile supplemental 
material for teachers, to this good book for libraries and schools. (8/22) $2.50 


ADULT POOKS FOR OLDER POYS AND GIRLS - Fiction 


Chambliss, Commander William BOOMERANG Harcourt, Brace 


Good fun and authentic technicalities for the story of an aircraft carrier 
that captures a Jap destroyer and whose crew uses their prize as a secret weapon again- 
st the Japs. On the beam for boys. Report P. 269. (Published) $1.50 
































July 15, 1944 Juvenile Pooks - 323 
ADULT ROOFS FOR OLDER POYS AND GIRLS - Non-Fiction 
Huie, William Bradford, Lt. CAN DO! Dutton 


By aeSeabee, and all about them, this is an overall picture of the contribu- 
tion the Construction Battalions have made in this war, and includes lists of awards, 
Seabee poetry, etc. How "know how" was made up, how ingenuity, courage, and expert- 





ness have contributed to their reputation. Good coverage. Full report P, 295. (Sept. )—<w~ 


$2.75 
Johnson, Osa BRIDE IN THE SOLOMONS Houghton, Mifflin 


Mrs. Johnson's honeymoon in search of pictures of cannibals ~ and cannibal- 
ism. Young, and impetuous, she got herself and her husband into predicaments, not al~ 
ways easy to get out of, Among the early tourists to the Solomons, everything was new, 
strange, and highly interesting to the young couple. And they did get the pictures 
they wanted. Full Report P. 294. Illustrated. (942%) $3.50 


<¢ 
Bowman, Constance SLACKS AND CALLOUSES Longmans Green 


Two teachers doing war work, tell of the vacation they spent at the Vultee 
plant in San Diego. There's plenty of humor in this, and an amusing picture of instruc- 
tors meeting some of their pupils as equals in the building of Claramarie Allen's "BIG 
BOMBERS". Late teen-ager girls can learn a lot from the way these two met their prob- 
lems in a very different kind of world. Illustrated by Claramarie Allen. Full report 
P, 293. (8/30) $2.00 


Gregory, H.F. ANYTHING A HORSE CAN DO Reynal & Hitchcock 


An expert tells of Army research in rotary winged aircraft and gives au- 
thentic, technical facts concerning helicopters. Here are the major developments 
throughout the years, the production of successful, but not yet perfect, aircraft of 
this type, and the uses to which it has been put. For your aviation minded boys. 

Full report P. 291. (8/21) | $3.00 


Jaffe, Bernard | MEN OF SCIENCE IN AMERICA Simon & Schuster 


(Postponement causes us to repeat this report from our April 1st issue). 
This will revise many of your ideas of famous discoveries - and gives a human and 
inclusive introduction to American science, semi-popular in handling. Jaffe has selec- 
ted a score of men by certain criteria, their contributions judged as pioneer research, 
their importance in their field, their contribution to the growth of science as it mod— 
ified our history and our social structure. Among the men he has chosen: - Harriot, 
who surveyed the New World for Raleigh; Franklin and the nature of electricity; 
Thompson and heat; Rafinesque, botanist; Morton and Long with anesthesia; Matthew Maury, ' 
maritime scientist; Langley, pioneer in aeronautics; Hubble, astronomer; Lawrence and 
the atom and electron, and others. Interesting introduction to general science. Full 


- $3550 
report, P. 295 (Septembenttjo 5 ann ome 16 [/3 295 
Flexner, James Thomas STEAMBOATS COME TRUE Viking 


A judicious approach to the controversy of the steamboat, and the careful 
evidence and deliberate objectivity enlightens the strange history of our greatest 
scientific contribution. Was it Fitch, the misfit, who constructed the boat which 
made its first run in 1787? Rumsey, Fitch' rival, successful the first time but not 
the second, but gaining greater political and financial support? Or Fulton, who made 
the famous steamboat run which won him fame at the psychological moment? Worthwhile 
approach for young scientists. Full Report P. 295 (Sept. )& $3.50 








